
2018 NYSAC Legislative Conference 
Standing Committee on Medicaid and Human Services 
Resolution #3 

 
Resolution Urging the State to Clarify Its Homelessness Prevention Goals 

and Develop a More Effective Emergency Shelter Model 
 
WHEREAS, homelessness continues to be a major concern across the state; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor continues to prioritize finding solutions for the homeless 
and affordable housing problems across the state; and 

 
WHEREAS, while this commitment by the Governor is welcomed, there are still 
significant shortfalls in affordable housing and state and federal financial resources in 
many communities regarding emergency shelter; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties have a long-standing commitment to serve vulnerable children 
and adults in our communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, local social service districts focus scarce resources on achieving 
permanent housing, preventing homelessness and providing temporary placement; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties maintain that preventing homelessness in the first place is the 
best way to keep families safe and secure; and 

 
WHEREAS, significant state funding cuts in a wide array of social service programs 
over the last decade in conjunction with the state imposed property tax cap has 
restricted counties’ ability to pursue more aggressive prevention efforts that can reduce 
homelessness in the first instance; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties agree that providing safe, secure and sanitary emergency shelter 
is critically important; and 

 
WHEREAS, recent state directives, emergency rulemaking and data requests that 
focus on safety and security in emergency and temporary shelter situations are causing 
significant administrative burdens for counties without providing any additional 
financial support from the state to assist and comply with these demands, even though 
the state has added significant new staff of their own; and 

 
WHEREAS, the new administrative needs are drawing resources away from services 
that are targeted to prevent homelessness in the first place and provide stability for 
families at risk; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties maintain that while it is important to provide help in a crisis, it is 
better policy to maintain stability and prevent emergencies by providing sufficient 
resources up front; and 



WHEREAS, state policies are directing excessive attention on inspections of motels, 
hotels and shelters beyond what is required in state law to ensure health and safety, as 
well as conflict with inspections from the State Comptroller and local codes officials; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, these increased state inspections are steering emergency shelter 
policy toward higher cost shelter options that do not currently exist in most 
counties in sufficient numbers, if at all; and 

 
WHEREAS, counties believe there is insufficient OTDA inspection training and a 
lack of clarity on inspection procedures; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor has emphasized certain emergency homelessness 
measures to address public safety and health concerns such as the “Code Blue” 
initiative, however counties believe this initiative must be compliant with mental 
hygiene law; and 

 
WHEREAS, this special focus in cold winter months is creating unintended 
consequences because they are promulgated under different rules that do not require 
visitors to follow local and state social service districts eligibility rules designed to help 
them overcome barriers (such as drug and alcohol abuse, mental health treatment and 
employment) which impede their ability over the long term to achieve permanent 
housing and stability. 

 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties calls on the Governor and state agencies to provide more fiscal assistance to 
counties to meet new inspection demands and to help counties fund more services 
that can prevent homelessness in the first instance; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, counties are seeking more clarity and training 
on inspection procedures focused on significant criteria so that health and safety 
is addressed and attention is not diverted to insignificant matters; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in order to successfully prevent homelessness and 
improve stability for families, the state must share its long-term vision on what role 
the state and counties will play in responding to and alleviating the homelessness 
crisis in many communities and how it will be funded, including addressing housing 
affordability in communities where that is an especially acute problem; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 
to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the Office for Temporary Disability Assistance and 
all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 


